ABSTRACT. An illustrated key to nymphs of Perlidae collected in streams of Central Amazonia, Brazil is provided. Three genera are reported for this region: Macrogynoplax Enderlein, Anacroneuria Klapálek and Enderleina Jewett. Additional diagnostic characters are provided for Enderleina nymphs.
the adult stage, in general males, it is necessary to rear nymphs in order to associate them with the adults and increase our knowledge of the taxonomy of the immatures.
This study has the objective of providing an illustrated key for identification of Perlidae nymphs from Central Amazonia at the generic level. This key will provide support for ecological and biological studies on aquatic environments in the region.
The specimens used to illustrate this study were collected in streams in the Reserva Florestal Adolpho Ducke, Manaus county and Presidente Figueiredo county, Amazonas State. The nomenclature for morphological characters used is that of STEWART & STARK (1993) . Voucher specimens are deposited in the Coleção de Invertebrados of the Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas da Amazônia (INPA), Manaus, Amazonas, Brazil. Most of the specimens were preserved in 80% ethanol and two specimens were mounted between slide and coverslip, using Euparal® as the mounting media.
STARK (2001) presented an identification key for the 10 genera of Perlidae that occur in the Neotropical region. The diagnostic characters used to characterize the genus Enderleina were based on a nymph that was probably Enderleina flinti Stark, 1989 (the nymph was not reared to allow association with adults). This is the only known nymph of this genus until now. This author described the nymph as having three small and widely spaced ocelli. However, larvae of this genus examined by us have three ocelli of variable size and not widely spaced, An illustrated key to nymphs of Perlidae the distance between the paired ocelli being 0.5 to 0.8 times the distance between the ocellus and the nearest compound eye (Figs. 11, 12) . RIBEIRO-FERREIRA (1996) provided descriptions of last-instar Macrogynoplax and Anacroneuria nymphs and presented an identification key to distinguish these genera and Enderleina based on the number of ocelli, distance between the paired ocelli, shape of foreleg and presence of subanal lobe gills. But, she did not provide a description for the Enderleina nymph, nor did she provide an illustration as she did for the other two genera presented in her work. Also, she did not provide information on the examined Enderleina specimens she examined to elaborate the key.
In identification keys for Perlidae genera from the southeast region of Brazil, FROEHLICH (1984) and DORVILLÉ & FROEHLICH (1999) described the distance between the paired ocelli in Macrogynoplax as being the same as the distance between the ocellus and the nearest compound eye. However, in the specimens we examined from Central Amazonia, the distance between the paired ocelli was 0.5 to 0.6 times the distance between the ocellus and the nearest compound eye (Figs. 1, 2 ). Comparing Enderleina with the other three genera studied by DORVILLÉ & FROEHLICH (1999) we can say that Enderleina, as well as Macrogynoplax and Kempnyia Klapálek, 1916, does not have bristles dorsally on the maxilla, in contrast to Anacroneuria (Figs. 16-18) . Also, the inner margin of the maxilla in Enderleina is not concave as in Macrogynoplax and the bristles on the distal region of the inner margin of the maxilla are stronger than in the other two genera present in the study area (Figs. 16-18) . Enderleina has the posterior lateral border of the pronotum expanded (Fig. 13) , subanal lobe gills (Fig. 15) , ecdysial line in a "W" shape (Figs. 11, 12 ) and supracoxal gills SC1, SC2 and SC3 as in Macrogynoplax (FROEHLICH 1984; DORVILLÉ & FROEHLICH 1999) (Figs. 1-3, 5) . However, in Enderleina, the middle point of the "W" described by the ecdysial line extends anteriorly beyond the paired ocelli (Figs.  11, 12 ). In Enderleina, as in Anacroneuria, the forelegs are not modified to hold prey as in Macrogynoplax (Figs. 19-21) , and the tibiae of the forelegs are short, not reaching the trochanter of the same leg (Fig. 21) .
In Anacroneuria nymphs, tracheal tubes can be seen by transparency in the posterior region of the mesosternum. These tubes form a typical pattern (Fig. 9 ) that was not observed in the Macrogynoplax and Enderleina nymphs examined (Figs. 4, 14) . 
